
THE	DAILY	OFFICE	
The	Church’s	Daily	Work	of	Prayer	

	

	 	 	 		Morning	Prayer	 					Evening	Prayer	
THIRD	SUNDAY	
AFTER	EASTER1 
May	7	

	 Psalms	123,124,125	
Exodus	33:7-end	
St	John	21:1-14	

Monday,	May	8	 Psalm	38	
Deut.	21:22-22:8	
Acts	15:1-21	

Psalms	39,	41	
Deut.	9:1-10	
Acts	9:1-31	

St	Gregory	of	
Nazianzus2	
Tuesday,	May	9	

Psalm	44	
Deuteronomy	26	
Acts	15:36-16:5	

Psalm	45	
Deut.	28:58-end	
Acts	10:1-23	

Wednesday,		
May	10	

Psalm	50	
Deut.	29:10-end	
Acts	17:1-15	

Psalms	51,	52	
Deuteronomy	30	
Acts	17:16-end	

St	Cyril	&	St	
Methodius3	
Thursday,	May	11	

Psalm	56	
Deut.	31:1-13	
Acts	18:1-23	

Psalm	57	
Deut.	31:14-29	
Acts	18:24-19:7	

Florence	
Nightingale4	
Friday,	May	12	

Psalms	63,	67	
Deut.	31:30-32:14	
Acts	19:8-20	

Psalms	62,	64	
Deut.	32:15-47	
Acts	19:21-end	

Saturday,		
May	13	

Psalm	68,	Part	1	
Deuteronomy	33	
Acts	20:1-16	

Psalm	68,	Part	2	
Deut.	32:48-end&34	
Acts	20:17-end	

	

Reading	 the	Bible.	The	Prayer	Book	helps	us	hear	the	Bible	in	two	different	
ways.	At	Morning	and	Evening	Prayer,	we	read	the	Bible	serially,	in	large	parts,	
more-or-less	 chapter	 by	 chapter.	 At	 Holy	 Communion	 the	 Bible	 is	 read	
doctrinally.	What	we	most	need	to	know	and	what	the	Bible	exists	to	teach	is	
placed	before	us	in	an	orderly	and	supremely	logical	way.		

	
 

																																																								
1	The	Collect,	Epistle	and	Gospel	begin	on	page	193	in	The	Book	of	Common	
2	Doctor	(=	‘Teacher’)	of	the	Church,	Bishop	of	Constantinople,	AD	389.	Collect,	
Lesson	and	Gospel,	BCP,	page	317.	
3	Missionaries	to	the	Slavs,	AD	885.	Collect,	Lesson	and	Gospel,	page	314.	
4	Nurse.	AD	1910.	Collect,	Epistle	and	Gospel,	BCP,	page	304.	

RECTOR’S CORNER 
 
Music (Parish of Sackville) 
 

Auditions began  for a new Organist (or ‘Organ Scholar') and Choir 
Director for St Ann’s and St Paul’s a week ago, and continue this 
weekend. Meanwhile, Bruce Robertson has very kindly taken on the 
task of finding musicians to support out worship until the new person 
is in place. Many thanks to Bruce Robertson and to all the members 
of the committee who have invested much time and work into this 
process: Kandice Cann, Andrew Grant, James Kalyn, Jamie & Penny 
Mark, Martha Ritchie, and Hans vanderLeest. 
 
 
 

Vestry Meetings 
 

The Parish of Dorchester has a Vestry meeting this Monday (May 9) 
at 7 p.m. Among other items on the agenda are a new roof for Trinity 
Church and a new coat of paint for the building. 
 

St Ann’s Vestry will have a special meeting Tuesday, May 16 at 7:30 
p.m. This special meeting is especially to discuss the replacement of 
the organ at St Ann’s. That same evening the Jr Choir will have their 
final concert and Evensong beginning at 6 p.m., followed by a simple 
reception. Everyone is welcome.  
 
 
 

Student Pastoral Assistant / Administrative & Artistic Assistant 
 

Samuel Landry arrived this past week. He will be spending most of 
the summer with us in Sackville and Dorchester, thinking and 
praying about the parish priesthood. A native New Brunswicker, 
Samuel has completed his second year in Classics at Kings College in 
Halifax. He will be helping out in the Parish in a number of ways - 
wearing a number of different hats, as it were. He has considerable 
gifts and skills as a graphic designer, website designer, photographer 
and cinematographer. It is a great privilege to have him with us. 
Please make him welcome.  
 
 
 



WORSHIP WHYS 
 
Baptism: why does the Church make it so easy? 
 

It would seem to be a good time to say a few words about Baptism. 
There are two baptisms at St Ann’s today, and, just three weeks ago, 
there was a baptism at the Easter Vigil. 
 

During the first three centuries, baptism could be preceded by up to 
three years of preparation. Ever since Christianity became the official 
religion of the Roman Empire, the Church has made it very easy to 
be baptized. Why? When I was in seminary, it was often argued that 
this laxity cheapens the Christian faith and weakens the Christian 
community. To this day many clergy are convinced that children 
ought not to be baptized unless their parents clearly demonstrate a 
commitment to raise their children in the faith, and adults should only 
be baptized after a long period of intense preparation. 
 

The Church has been right to make it as easy as possible to be 
baptized. When it became legal to be a Christian and then when 
Christianity became the state religion of the Roman Empire, the 
Church had to make a decision. It could continue to be a tightly knit 
community of people with a very high level of commitment, or it 
could baptize all comers and trust the grace of God and His Spirit. 
The decision changed the church in many ways. Some of those 
changes were (and are) sometimes hard to live with. But when all is 
said and done, how could the Church have turned tens of thousands 
away because they did not measure up to some arbitrary standard? 
Reflection on the faith that she had received and taught from the 
beginning led the Church to open up to the world. God’s love is not 
reserved for those who earn it or who measure up to a certain 
standard. ‘While we were yet sinners, Christ died for the ungodly,’ 
says St Paul (Romans 5:8). To make it easy to be baptized was the 
right thing to do, even though it cost great loss and a huge change in 
the life of the Christian communities. 
 

There are at least two reasons why the Church must let nothing stand 
in the way of baptism, short of explicit contempt for Christ and the 
Christian faith on the part of an adult candidate. The first reason is 
simply that what God gives in baptism is surpassingly good and of 
the greatest importance. As the catechism puts it, at the font each of 
us is made ‘a member of Christ, the child of God, and an inheritor of 

the kingdom of heaven’ (BCP, p. 544). Baptism is such a good thing 
that nothing should be allowed to get in the way. This is why in an 
emergency anyone can baptize. In an emergency, baptism ought not 
to be put off until a priest or a deacon can be found. Every Christian 
ought to be prepared to baptize if called upon to do so. Many will 
remember that at one time nurses were trained to baptize newborns if 
there was any question about whether or not they would live.  
 

The second reason is even more basic to our Christian faith. Our faith 
is not in what we do for God, but in what God has done for us and 
continues to do in us. ‘In this is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins’ (1 
John 4:10). We are not baptized as a reward for being clever or 
accomplished. Nor is it a reward for good behaviour on the part of 
our parents or godparents. It is free, and it is given freely to those 
who can do nothing to earn or deserve the free gift. The baptism of 
very young children underlines this.  Adults can imagine that baptism 
is a reward for something they have done. In the case of infants, it is 
clear that they can no more earn or even choose their spiritual birth 
than they could their physical birth. 
 

From New Testament times, only two things have been understood to 
be necessary to be baptized: repentance and faith. Repentance 
acknowledges need. Faith looks to God to give what is needed. When 
a young child is baptized, godparents acknowledge on behalf of the 
child the child’s need and trust God to give what is needed. At the 
same time both parents and godparents promise to help the child 
grow up so that he or she will be able to see for themselves their need 
of God and look to Him with trust to give what is needed. This is a 
very good thing, and everything should be done to encourage people 
to take the vows that they make in the service of Baptism seriously. 
However, baptism cannot be turned into a reward for coming up to a 
certain standard. 
 

This is why in the Prayer Book so little is required to be baptized. 
This is NOT because baptism is unimportant. Quite the reverse. 
Baptism is freely available because the grace we receive in baptism is 
all-important. A spiritual life requires a spiritual birth (John 3:16). In 
our Parishes, we do what we do about baptism in obedience to Christ 
in accordance with the teaching of the Scriptures and the constant 
witness of the universal church through the centuries. 

 



ST ANN’S BICENTENNIAL 
Here is an outline of planned events, with some dates to mark on your 
calendar:  
 

HISTORICAL	EVENING	#1 - Grindstone Island.  
• Thursday, May 18. 7-9 p.m. Tickets $10.  SOLD OUT! 
• An evening of history, music, photography and music, with guests 

from the Nature Trust of New Brunswick. 
 

SUNDAY	SCHOOL	REUNION	PICNIC.  
• Sunday, June 11.  

 

HISTORICAL	 EVENING	 #2 – An Abandoned Village, Westcock & 
Quarrying.  

• Thursday, June 15, 7-9 p.m. 
 

ST	ANN’S	DAY	EUCHARIST at Westcock Cemetery.  
• Wednesday, July 26.  
• Fr Richard McConnell has agreed to celebrate. Tours and historical 

and architectural displays at the Church. 
 

REUNION	WEEKEND. Friday, September 22 – Sunday, September 24.  
• Friday evening – Old Fashioned Kitchen Party, 7 p.m. in the Hall.  
• Saturday - Float in the Fall Fair Parade  
• Saturday Evening. Evensong 5 p.m. and Catered Meal 6:30 p.m. 

Tickets $20 for the meal. All living former Rectors have been 
invited. Either our Bishop or the Bishop of Nova Scotia will preach. 

• Sunday - 11 a.m. service on with a farewell picnic afterward.  
 

HISTORICAL	EVENING	#3 – Sir Charles G.D. Roberts.  
• tThursday, October 19, 7 -9 p.m. 

 

CHORAL	EVENSONG.  

• Sunday, December 17. 

Mark your calendars and stay tuned for more information as dates get 
closer! 

COMING UP	
BISHOP	DAVID	EDWARDS’	VISIT 

• 11 a.m. Sunday, June 4 (Pentecost) at Trinity Church in Dorchester. 


