
THE	DAILY	OFFICE	
The	Church’s	Daily	Work	of	Prayer	

	

	 	 	 		Morning	Prayer	 					Evening	Prayer	
FOURTH	SUNDAY	
AFTER	EASTER1 
May	14	

	 Psalms	136	
Exodus	35:30-36:7	
St	Luke	16:19-end	

Monday,		
May	15	

Psalms	75,	76	
Joshua	1	
Acts	21:1-16	

Psalms	77	
Joshua	2	
Acts	21:17-36	

Tuesday,		
May	16	

Psalms	79,	80	
Joshua	3	
Acts	21:37-22:22	

Psalm	81	
Joshua	4:1-5:1	
Acts	22:23-23:11	

Wednesday,		
May	17	

Psalms	86,	87	
Joshua	5:13-6:20	
Acts	23:12-end	

Psalm	88	
Joshua	7	
Acts	24:1-23	

Thursday,		
May	18	

Psalm	90	
Joshua	9:3-end	
Acts	24:24-25:12	

Psalm	91	
Joshua	10:1-15	
Acts	25:13-end	

St	Dunstan2	
Friday,		
May	19	

Psalms	95,	96	
Joshua	21:43-22:8	
Acts	26	

Psalm	97	
Joshua	22:9-end	
Acts	27	

The	Council	of	
Nicea3	
Saturday,	May	20	

Psalm	102	
Joshua	23	
Acts	28:1-15	

Psalm	103	
Joshua	24:1-28	
Acts	28:16-end	

	

Reading	 the	Bible.	The	Prayer	Book	helps	us	hear	the	Bible	in	two	different	
ways.	At	Morning	and	Evening	Prayer,	we	read	the	Bible	serially,	in	large	parts,	
more-or-less	 chapter	 by	 chapter.	 At	 Holy	 Communion	 the	 Bible	 is	 read	
doctrinally.	What	we	most	need	to	know	and	what	the	Bible	exists	to	teach	is	
placed	before	us	in	an	orderly	and	supremely	logical	way.		

	
 

																																																								
1	The	Collect,	Epistle	and	Gospel	begin	on	page	194	in	The	Book	of	Common	
2	Archbishop	of	Canterbury,	AD	988.	Collect,	Epistle	and	Gospel	on	page	312.	
3	AD	325.	

RECTOR’S CORNER 
 
CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

Congratulations to all who are graduating from Mount Allison this 
weekend, and especially to Kennedy Lundberg and Megan Watt. Our 
prayers follow them as they go. To any who may be visiting this 
morning, WELCOME! Please stay for Coffee & Conversation after 
the service if you can. We’d love to meet you. 
 
Music (Parish of Sackville) 
 

The last audition took place last Sunday, and the committee charged 
with finding someone to take Megan Watt’s place finished its work.  
God willing, Mr Gibson MacMillan will take up responsibilities as 
Organ Scholar and Choir Director in the autumn. The committee also 
found a talented young musician to help us this summer. Please 
welcome Martine Jomphe this morning. Many thanks to Bruce 
Robertson and to all the members of the committee who have 
invested much time and work into this process: Kandice Cann, 
Andrew Grant, James Kalyn, Jamie & Penny Mark, Martha Ritchie, 
and Hans vanderLeest. 
 
 
 

Vestry Meetings 
 

ST ANN’S Vestry will have a special meeting Tuesday, May 16 at 
7:30 p.m. This special meeting is especially to discuss the 
replacement of the organ at St Ann’s. That same evening the Jr Choir 
will have their final concert and Evensong beginning at 6 p.m., 
followed by a simple reception. Everyone is welcome.  
 

ST PAUL’S Vestry will meet one week later than usual, on Tuesday, 
May 23 at 7:00 p.m. in the All Saints Common Room. 
 
 
 

Student Pastoral Assistant / Administrative & Artistic Assistant 
 

Samuel Landry will be spending most of the summer with us in 
Sackville and Dorchester, helping out in a number of ways, and 
thinking and praying about the parish priesthood. A native New 
Brunswicker, Samuel has completed his second year in Classics at 
Kings College in Halifax. Please make him welcome. Feel free to 
invite him to your home for a meal, go for a walk in the Waterfowl 
Park, or meet him for a coffee at your favourite watering hole. 
 



 
 

WORSHIP WHYS 
 
Baptism and Easter 
 

Romans 6:3-11 would be a good place to begin thinking about 
Baptism and Easter, but I’d like to  begin not in a passage of 
Scripture and the ideas we might distill from it, but from the images 
provided by the lessons that have been read at the Easter Vigil 
beginning over fifteen hundred years ago. 
 

Why do this? Why not simply quote Scripture, and compare one 
verse with another? Its because images come first. Images are the 
‘primary form’ of God’s revelation to us. Robert Crouse writes, 
‘although the precisions of theology are important and necessary, the 
images have a depth and richness, or wholeness, which the exactness 
and explicitness of scientific language can never quite exhaust.’ 
Though great good can be gained and has often been gained by 
looking carefully at concepts in the Bible, much has often been lost 
by overlooking or ignoring the images which give life and content to 
the ideas.  
 

This ancient approach to Scripture is found especially in the Easter 
Vigil. In this very ancient service, our attention is directed first to 
images. The lessons for this service invite us to a thoughtful, 
prayerful use of images God has given. These images help us to do 
two things. On the one hand, when we use them rightly, they help us 
to enter into the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection. On the 
other, the images open to us a new life. Before we look more closely 
at the ‘prophecies’, however, it might be an idea to say a few words 
about the Vigil. 
 

At one time the Vigil went all through the night until the dawn on 
Easter Day. Those present prepared for the service of Baptism and 
for the first Eucharist of Easter as the elements of fire and water were 
blessed. Fire is blessed at the beginning of the service. Water is 
blessed later as part of the service of Holy Baptism. After the 
blessing of fire and light, a long series of readings from the Old 
Testament followed, interspersed with Psalms, Canticles and prayers. 
After that again, there would be a service of baptism. Often there 
were very many candidates. Most baptisms took place at this time. 
The newly baptized would join the rest of the church in expectation 
and prayer for the remainder of the night. This prayer would continue 

until the sun arose in the East, when the cry would go up, ‘Christ is 
risen! Christ is risen!’ Amidst these joyous cries, the first Eucharist 
of Easter would begin. Those who had been baptized the night before 
would receive the Body and Blood of Christ for the first time Easter 
morning. 
 

The long lessons read at the all-night vigil were called ‘prophecies’. 
In the oldest records we have, there were twelve of them. They are 
not ‘prophecies’ in the sense that they predict the future. Rather, they 
point to Christ and illumine the mystery of his death and resurrection. 
They help to show how Christ’s death and resurrection illumine and 
help us to make sense of all times and places: past, present, and 
future. The lessons with their very powerful images are chosen to 
help us mystically but in all truth and reality to enter into the mystery 
of Christ. They also open to view the new world into which men and 
women step by means of Baptism. 
 

By 1500 or so, this ancient vigil had been drastically shortened. It no 
longer went through the night. And in England only four of the 
twelve ‘prophecies’ were read. At our Vigil a month ago, we read six 
of the ancient lessons, and next week I’d like to think a bit about each 
of them. They are: 
 
CREATION    Genesis 1:1-2:2 
THE FLOOD    Genesis 7-9 (selections) 
THE SACRIFICE OF ISAAC  Genesis 22:1-18 
THE RED SEA   Exodus 14:10-15:1 
THE PASSOVER   Exodus 12:1-11 
THE THREE CHILDREN 
 IN THE FIRE   Daniel 3:1-25 
 

 
Each one of these lessons will help us to see the real importance and 
power of Jesus’ death and resurrection, if we will let them. They will 
also tell us something about the meaning of our Baptism, because 
Baptism is, precisely, a participation in Christ’s death and 
resurrection. So, for example, as we read about Creation, we might 
reflect on the way in which Jesus’ resurrection is ‘the eighth day of 
creation’ into which we enter. It was precisely this that led our first 
Bishop, John Medley, to make sure that the fonts built for the 
Churches in his Diocese had eight sides. But more of all this later.



ST ANN’S BICENTENNIAL 
Here is an outline of planned events, with some dates to mark on your 
calendar:  
 

HISTORICAL	EVENING	#1 - Grindstone Island.  
• Thursday, May 18. 7-9 p.m. Tickets $10.  SOLD OUT! 
• An evening of history, music, photography and music, with guests 

from the Nature Trust of New Brunswick. 
 

SUNDAY	SCHOOL	REUNION	PICNIC.  
• Sunday, June 11.  

 

HISTORICAL	 EVENING	 #2 – An Abandoned Village, Westcock & 
Quarrying.  

• Thursday, June 15, 7-9 p.m. 
 

ST	ANN’S	DAY	EUCHARIST at Westcock Cemetery.  
• Wednesday, July 26.  
• Fr Richard McConnell has agreed to celebrate. Tours and historical 

and architectural displays at the Church. 
 

REUNION	WEEKEND. Friday, September 22 – Sunday, September 24.  
• Friday evening – Old Fashioned Kitchen Party, 7 p.m. in the Hall.  
• Saturday - Float in the Fall Fair Parade  
• Saturday Evening. Evensong 5 p.m. and Catered Meal 6:30 p.m. 

Tickets $20 for the meal. All living former Rectors have been 
invited. Either our Bishop or the Bishop of Nova Scotia will preach. 

• Sunday - 11 a.m. service on with a farewell picnic afterward.  
 

HISTORICAL	EVENING	#3 – Sir Charles G.D. Roberts.  
• tThursday, October 19, 7 -9 p.m. 

 

CHORAL	EVENSONG.  

• Sunday, December 17. 

Mark your calendars and stay tuned for more information as dates get 
closer! 

COMING UP	
BISHOP	DAVID	EDWARDS’	VISIT 

• 11 a.m. Sunday, June 4 (Pentecost) at Trinity Church in Dorchester. 


