
THE	DAILY	OFFICE	
The	Church’s	Daily	Work	of	Prayer	

	

	 	 	 		Morning	Prayer	 					Evening	Prayer	
ROGATION	
SUNDAY1 
May	21	

	 Psalms	61,	62	
Deuteronomy	6	
St	Luke	10:38-11:13	

ROGATION	
MONDAY2 
May	22	

Psalms	126,	144	
Deuteronomy	7:6-13	
St	Matthew	6:5-18	

Psalms	104	
Deuteronomy	8	
St	Matthew	6:19-end	

ROGATION	
TUESDAY 
May	23	

Psalm	68,	Part	1	
Deuteronomy	11:8-21	
St	Luke	5:1-11	

Psalms	65,	67	
1	Kings	8:22-43	
James	5:1-18	

ROGATION	
WEDNESDAY3 
May	24	

Psalms	11,	12,	13	
Joel	2:21-27	
St	John	6:22-40	

Psalm	68,	Part	2	
Song	of	the	Three	
Children	29-37	
St	Matthew	28:16-end	

ASCENSION	DAY4	 
May	25	

Psalms	8,	15	
2	King	2:1-15	
St	John	17	

Psalms	24,	47	
Daniel	7:9-10,	13-14	
Hebrews	1	

St	Augustine	of	
Canterbury5	
Friday,	May	26	

Psalm	119,	Pts	15,	16	
Judges	2:6-end	
Hebrews	2	

Psalm	119,	Pts	17,	18	
Judges	3:12-end	
Hebrews	3	

St	Bede6	
Saturday,	May	27	

Psalms	120,	121,	122	
Judges	4	
Hebrews	4:1-13	

Psalms	123,	124,	125	
Judges	5	
Hebrews	4:14-5:10	

	

Reading	 the	Bible.	The	Prayer	Book	helps	us	hear	the	Bible	in	two	different	
ways.	At	Morning	and	Evening	Prayer,	we	read	the	Bible	serially,	in	large	parts,	
more-or-less	 chapter	 by	 chapter.	 At	 Holy	 Communion	 the	 Bible	 is	 read	
doctrinally.	What	we	most	need	to	know	and	what	the	Bible	exists	to	teach	is	
placed	before	us	in	an	orderly	and	supremely	logical	way.	

																																																								
1	The	Collect,	Epistle	and	Gospel	begin	on	page	196	in	The	Book	of	Common	
2	C,	E,	&	G	begin	on	page	198	in	the	BCP.		
3	C,	E	&	G	begin	on	page	199.		
4	C,	E	&	G	begin	on	page	194.		
5	Missionary,	first	Archbishop	of	Canterbury,	AD	597-605.	C,	Lesson	&	G,	page	
314.	
6	Doctor	(=	‘Teacher’)	and	Historian,	AD	735.	C,	Lesson	&	G,	page	317.	

RECTOR’S CORNER 	
 
Music (Parish of Sackville) 
 

As mentioned last week, Mr Gibson MacMillan will take up 
responsibilities as Organ Scholar and Choir Director in the autumn. 
Once again we welcome Martine Jomphe this morning. 
 
 
 

Vestry Meetings 
 

ST ANN’S Vestry met last Tuesday and decided to order a CF-10 
Allen digital organ for the church, a special bicentennial project. 
 

ST PAUL’S Vestry will meet one week later than usual, this 
Tuesday, May 23 at 7:00 p.m., in the All Saints Common Room. 
 
 
 

Student Pastoral Assistant / Administrative & Artistic Assistant 
 

Many of those who read this will have met Samuel Landry by now. If 
you haven’t met him, please introduce yourself when you see him.  
Samuel will be spending most of the summer with us in Sackville and 
Dorchester, helping out in a number of ways, and thinking and 
praying about the parish priesthood. A native New Brunswicker, 
Samuel has completed his second year in Classics at Kings College in 
Halifax. Feel free to invite him to your home for a meal, go for a 
walk in the Waterfowl Park, or meet him for a coffee at your 
favourite watering hole. 
 
 
 

WORSHIP WHYS 
 
Baptism and the Easter Vigil ‘Prophecies’ 
 

Last week I suggested that an excellent place to begin exploring the 
meaning of Holy Baptism is with the images provided by the lessons 
that have been read at the Easter Vigil beginning over fifteen hundred 
years ago. God opens his heart and mind to us in the Bible as in all 
Creation by means especially of images and stories. Our attempts to 
understand begin and end with these. I also said a few words about 
the Easter Vigil, and how the ‘prophecies’ that are read at the Vigil 
all were chosen especially to deepen our understanding of Christ’s 
death and resurrection. At the same time, they were to deepen our 
understanding of Holy Baptism, because Baptism is the means by 
which we partake of Christ’s death and resurrection. In Baptism God 



opens to us a share in death and resurrection of Christ (Romans 
6:4ff). 
 

So, here are a few thoughts about each of the six lessons or 
‘prophecies’ from the Easter Vigil. These few words neither replace 
nor complete anyone’s thinking and praying. They are offered simply 
as an aid and a beginning. 
 

CREATION    Genesis 1:1-2:2 

‘The day of resurrection’ that we sing about at Easter is the ‘day’ we 
live in as Christians. It is the first day of the new Creation (‘Behold, I 
make all things new,’ says the Lord – Isaiah 65:5; Revelation 21:5) 
or, as the early Christians loved to think of it, the ‘eighth’ day of 
Creation. Every Sunday is an open door into the ‘eighth’ day. This is 
the reason why, in accordance with an ancient custom, our first 
Bishop, John Medley, made sure that baptismal fonts installed while 
he was bishop have eight sides. 
 

The story of creation had a central place in the teaching that those 
who were preparing for Baptism at the Easter Vigil received. The 
new creation in Christ’s resurrection completes and fulfills the old. 
And in the new as in the old, all things come into existence through 
God’s Word. All things exist and move within the unity of His 
Power, Wisdom, and Love, even when they turn away from Him 
towards nothingness. 
 
THE FLOOD    Genesis 7-9 (selections) 

The parallel between the story of Noah and the Flood and our 
Baptism is clearly drawn in the New Testament itself at1 Peter 3:18-
22. Until 1959, the first prayer in the Prayer Book baptismal service 
began, ‘Almighty and everlasting God, who of thy great mercy didst 
save Noah and his family the ark from perishing by water…’ 
 
THE SACRIFICE OF ISAAC  Genesis 22:1-18 

This is a story to bring us to the most profound repentance, to mourn 
our state. The human race resorts to human sacrifice to overcome the 
distance between what we know and experience ourselves to be and 
the divine. In this story, God puts an end to this practice among his 
people, but at the same time shows that He himself will take upon 
Himself the weight of our alienation from Him. He will provide the 

sacrifice – the Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of the world. 
Reconciliation is costly. It cost Christ everything. This costly gift is 
freely given in our Baptism, but to make use of the free gift will cost 
us what is dearest to us. We must understand that in our baptism we 
died. We no longer belong to ourselves. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). 
When all is given to God, He is able to return all things to us with a 
new purpose, meaning, direction, and fulfilment. When we offer 
Christ to the Father in the liturgy, and ourselves ‘in’ Christ, it is that 
we may receive all things back again, made new in this way. 
 
THE RED SEA   Exodus 14:10-15:1 

The prayer mentioned earlier, after mentioning the Flood, continued 
by recalling the passage through the Red Sea: ‘and also didst safely 
lead the children of Israel thy people through the Red Sea, figuring 
thereby thy holy Baptism’. The Easter hymns and the Easter vigil are 
full of such references. Christ’s death and resurrection are his 
‘exodus’ (St Luke 9:31), and in Baptism we share in that exodus from 
the world as prison to the world as showing forth the glory of God, 
inviting us to enter more deeply into the life of the Trinity through 
Christ in faith, hope and charity. 
 
THE PASSOVER   Exodus 12:1-11 

The Hebrew people kept the Passover meal, eating the Passover 
lamb, recalling how God delivered them from slavery in Egypt. 
Christians recall, ‘Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us’ and keep 
the Eucharistic feast, recalling how by his death and resurrection he 
has brought us from slavery to sin to a new life lived ‘under the 
mercy’. 
 
THE THREE CHILDREN IN THE FIRE  Daniel 3:1-25 
 

Why did the ancient Vigil end the ‘prophecies’ with this lesson? 
Perhaps because the three children in the story refuse to worship false 
gods, and freely take upon themselves the consequences of 
worshipping the true and living God. This is the story of all who are 
baptized into Christ. The children find Christ (‘a fourth man like the 
Son of God’) with them in the fire, and the fire cannot harm them. So 
are those who live in Christ. They may have to go through ‘the fire’, 
but Christ is with them, and brings them to new life.



ST ANN’S BICENTENNIAL 
Here is an outline of planned events, with some dates to mark on your 
calendar:  
 

HISTORICAL	EVENING	#1 - Grindstone Island.  
• Thursday, May 18. 7-9 p.m. Tickets $10.  SOLD OUT! 
• An evening of history, music, photography and music, with guests 

from the Nature Trust of New Brunswick. 
 

SUNDAY	SCHOOL	REUNION	PICNIC.  
• Sunday, June 11.  

 

HISTORICAL	 EVENING	 #2 – An Abandoned Village, Westcock & 
Quarrying.  

• Thursday, June 15, 7-9 p.m. 
 

ST	ANN’S	DAY	EUCHARIST at Westcock Cemetery.  
• Wednesday, July 26.  
• Fr Richard McConnell has agreed to celebrate. Tours and historical 

and architectural displays at the Church. 
 

REUNION	WEEKEND. Friday, September 22 – Sunday, September 24.  
• Friday evening – Old Fashioned Kitchen Party, 7 p.m. in the Hall.  
• Saturday - Float in the Fall Fair Parade  
• Saturday Evening. Evensong 5 p.m. and Catered Meal 6:30 p.m. 

Tickets $20 for the meal. All living former Rectors have been 
invited. Either our Bishop or the Bishop of Nova Scotia will preach. 

• Sunday - 11 a.m. service on with a farewell picnic afterward.  
 

HISTORICAL	EVENING	#3 – Sir Charles G.D. Roberts.  
• tThursday, October 19, 7 -9 p.m. 

 

CHORAL	EVENSONG.  

• Sunday, December 17. 

Mark your calendars and stay tuned for more information as dates get 
closer! 

COMING UP	
BISHOP	DAVID	EDWARDS’	VISIT 

• 11 a.m. Sunday, June 4 (Pentecost) at Trinity Church in Dorchester. 


