
THE	DAILY	OFFICE	
The	Church’s	Daily	Work	of	Prayer	

	

	 	 	 		Morning	Prayer	 					Evening	Prayer	
THE	22nd	SUNDAY	
AFTER	TRINITY1 
November	12	

	 Psalms	121,122,123	
Eccus.2	4:29-6:1		
St	Matthew	16:13-end	

Charles	Simeon,3	
Monday,		
November	13	

Psalm	68,	Part	1	
Esther	5	
1	Peter	4:1-11	

Psalm	68,	Part	2	
Esther	6	&	7	
1	Peter	4:12-end	

Tuesday,		
November	14	

Psalm	71	
Ecclesiastes	1	
1	Peter	5	

Psalm	72	
Ecclesiastes	2:1-23	
1	John	1:1-2:6	

Wednesday,		
November	15	

Psalms	75,	76	
Ecclesiastes	3	
1	John	2:7-17	

Psalm	81	
Ecclesiastes	4	
1	John	2:18-end	

St	Hugh	&	St	
Margaret4	
Thursday,	Nov.	16	

Psalms	86,	87	
Ecclesiastes	5	
1	John	3:1-18	

Psalm	88	
Ecclesiastes	6:1-7:14	
1	John	3:19-4:6	

St	Hilda	of	Whitby5	
Friday,		
November	17 

Psalm	90	
Ecclesiastes	7:15-end	
1	John	4:7-end	

Psalm	91	
Ecclesiastes	8	
1	John	5	

Saturday,		
November	18	

Psalm	96	
Ecclesiastes	9	
2	John	

Psalm	97	
Ecclesiastes	10	
3	John	

	

Reading	 the	Bible.	The	Prayer	Book	helps	us	hear	the	Bible	in	two	different	
ways.	At	Morning	and	Evening	Prayer,	we	read	the	Bible	serially,	in	large	parts,	
more-or-less	 chapter	 by	 chapter.	 This	 kind	 of	 reading	 helps	 us	 answer	
questions	like,	‘What	happened?	What	does	the	text	say?’	At	Holy	Communion	
the	Bible	is	read	doctrinally	and	ascetically,	to	answer	questions	like,	‘What	are	
we	to	believe?	What	can	we	hope	for?	How	are	we	to	live?’		

																																																								
1	The	Collect,	Epistle	and	Gospel	(‘C,	E	&	G’)	are	found	on	page	254.	
2	Ecclesiasticus.	
3	Cambridge,	UK,	Pastor.	AD	1836.	C,	E	and	G	on	page	304.	
4	St	Hugh,	Bishop	of	Lincoln.	AD	1200.	C,	E	&	G	on	page	312.	St	Margaret,	
Queen	of	Scotland.	AD	1093.	C,	E	and	G	on	page	304.	
5	C,	E	and	G	on	page	304.	

RECTOR’S CORNER  
 

Calendars 
Church Calendars are available through the ACWs at all three 
Churches. These beautiful calendars make it much easier to enter into 
the Christian year.   
 

More about Calendars 

As in past years, the Parishes are collecting calendars for inmates at 
the Penitentiary in Dorchester. Calendars with pictures of scenery, 
animals, buildings, etc. are particularly welcome. They can be left at 
the back of the church between now and the end of 2017. 
 
 

A Gift of Time for Christmas 

What better gift for a prisoner than to be able to attend a Christmas 
service in one of our churches? It costs only a few hours. Please 
speak to the Rector or to Bruce Robertson if you think you might be 
able to help. 
 
 

And while we’re on the subject of driving folks to Church… 

A number of faithful souls give rides to Church on Sunday mornings. 
Please speak to the Rector if you think you might be able to do this 
even once a month or at special times of the year.  
 
 

Christ the Door Opened in Heaven. A first look inside the Book of 
Revelation for Advent. 
 

10 a.m. Thursdays: November 16th, 23rd  & 30th, and December 7th. 
The mysterious revelation to St John throws the light of the Cross 
and Resurrection of Jesus on the life and sufferings of seven 
persecuted Churches in first-century Asia. What might it help us to 
see of Christ and of our own lives today? Part I: Chapters 1-3. If there 
is interest, we’ll return and look at later chapters next Advent. 
 
 

Upcoming Meetings: 

St Ann’s Vestry  - 7:00 p.m. Thursday, November 14 
St Paul’s Vestry - 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, November 16 
St Ann’s Altar Guild - 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, November 21 
St Ann’s ACW - 10:00 a.m. Mon., Nov. 27 (Annual Meeting) 
Trinity ACW  - 2:00 p.m. Wed., Nov. 29 (Annual Meeting) 



SAINTS & HOLY DAYS  
 
 

St Hugh of Lincoln  (AD 1135 – 1200): November 16 
St	Hugh	was	born	in	Avalon,	France.	He	was	fifteen	when	he	became	a	
Benedictine	monk,	and	was	still	 in	his	early	 twenties	when	he	 left	 for	
the	new	monastery	at	La	Grande	Chartreuse	in	the	French	Alps,	known	
for	its	austerity	and	silence.	This	is	the	monastery	that	has	become	well	
known	in	recent	years	as	the	subject	of	the	powerful	documentary	film,	
‘Into	 Great	 Silence’.	 His	 hope	 was	 to	 devote	 himself	 to	 a	 life	 of	
contemplative	 prayer,	 but	 God	 had	 other	 plans.	 was	 a	 	 the	 Requiem	
Eucharist,	names	 of	 departed	 loved	 ones	 will	 be	remembered	 in	
community	 and	 offered	 up	 in	 prayer.	 	Sent	 to	 a	 daughter	 house	 in	
England,	 he	 came	 to	 the	 attention	 of	 King	 Henry	 II,	 and	 was	 made	
Bishop	 of	 Lincoln.	 As	 bishop	 he	 refused	 a	 lavish	 lifestyle	 in	 order	 to	
devote	 himself	 to	 his	 people	 and	 above	 all	 to	 the	 poor.	 Famously,	 he	
defended	 the	 life	 of	 a	 poor	man	 caught	 poaching	 in	 the	King’s	 forest,	
going	 toe-to-toe	 with	 Henry	 II.	 During	 a	 pogrom	 against	 the	 Jews	 in	
Lincoln,	Bishop	Hugh	went	down	into	the	streets	to	stand	between	the	
maddened	crowds	and	the	homes	and	shops	of	terrified	Jews,	ordering	
the	 Christians	 to	 stop	 in	 Christ’s	 name	 and	 go	 home.	 He	 died	 greatly	
loved	by	his	people.	
	
	
	

St	Hilda	of	Whitby	(AD	614	–	680):	November	17	

In	 his	 famous	History	of	 the	English	Church	and	People,	 the	 Venerable	
Bede	 (AD	 672	 –	 735)	 records	 how	 St	 Hilda	 ruled	 the	 great	 double	
monastery	at	Whitby	on	the	northeastern	coast	of	Northumbria	in	what	
we	now	know	as	England.	It	was	‘double’	monastery	because	it	had	two	
parts:	 one	 for	men,	 and	 one	 for	women.	 St	Hilda	was	 responsible	 for	
both.	She	was	Abbess	when	a	certain	illiterate	farm	hand	who	worked	
for	the	monastery	had	a	vision	of	Christ	in	which	he	was	given	the	gift	
of	 poetry.	 The	 first	 recorded	 poetry	 in	 what	 became	 the	 English	
language	was	written	by	this	farm	hand,	known	to	later	centuries	as	St	
Caedmon.	 St	 Hilda	 tested	 his	 gift	 with	 the	 help	 of	 scholars	 who	
translated	passages	from	the	Bible	into	the	common	tongue	from	Latin.	
St	Caedmon	turned	whatever	he	heard	from	the	Bible	or	the	lives	of	the	
saints	into	memorable	and	beautiful	poetry.	She	then	had	him	enter	the	
monastery	as	a	monk,	and	devote	his	life	to	making	good	use	of	the	gift	
he	 had	 received.	 Later,	 when	 the	 Anglo-Saxon	 Church	 had	 to	 decide	
whether	 to	 follow	 the	 customs	 of	 the	 Roman	 Church	 especially	 with	
respect	to	calculating	the	date	of	Easter,	or	to	follow	the	customs	of	the	
Irish	or	Celtic	church,	she	acted	as	host	to	the	great	council	of	Bishops	

from	all	over	the	British	Isles	that	met	at	Whitby	in	the	year	680.	A	wise	
administrator	and	an	astute	guide	of	souls	in	the	Way	of	Christ,	she	had	
the	respect	of	everyone	on	all	sides.	
	
	
	

WORSHIP WHYS  
 

As	I	mentioned	last	week,	in	ages	past,	Christians	often	thought	of	November	as	
‘the	month	of	the	dead.’	This	November	I	want	to	take	the	opportunity	to	think	
out	loud	about	death	in	Christian	perspective	and	about	things	like	Visitations	
and	Funerals.	Why	do	we	have	them?	Are	they	an	expensive	waste?	
	
	

What	is	‘a	holy	death’?	
	

It	is	hard	to	put	a	finger	on	it,	but	if	you’ve	ever	been	around	someone	
who	died	 in	 this	way,	 you	have	not	 forgotten	 it.	 If	 you’ve	 seen	 it,	 you	
won’t	 need	 anyone	 else	 to	 tell	 you	 about	 it!	 A	 holy	 death	 is	 one	 that	
bears	 witness	 to	 faith	 and	 trust	 in	 Christ	 and	 to	 the	 hope	 of	 the	
Resurrection.	 I	 have	 been	 fortunate	 to	 know	 a	 few	who	 have	 died	 in	
this	way.	One	was	 a	 devoted	mother	 of	 a	 large	 family.	 As	 she	died	 of	
cancer,	 she	 ‘redeemed	 the	 time’.	 She	made	use	 of	 the	 long	process	 to	
draw	 near	 to	 Christ	 in	 his	 weakness	 and	 suffering	 -	 in	 his	 Cross.	 All	
along	that	hard	way	she	encouraged	her	children	and	countless	others	
in	 their	 faith	as	her	own	 life	and	strength	ebbed	away.	Another	was	a	
monk	 at	 St	 Gregory’s	 Abbey	 in	 Three	 Rivers,	 Michigan,	 an	 Anglican	
Benedictine	 monastery.	 He	 died	 slowly	 of	 Lou	 Gehrig’s	 disease,	 yet	
through	it	all	trusted	in	Christ	and	showed	great	consideration	for	the	
brothers	who	cared	for	him	even	when	he	himself	was	in	great	physical	
distress.	It	is	an	immense	privilege	to	witness	this	kind	of	thing.	
	

Long	before	Bishop	Jeremy	Taylor	wrote	Holy	Dying	in	the	seventeenth	
century,	the	early	Christians	knew	that	it	was	possible	to	die	well,	and	
sought	to	do	so.	They	often	spoke	of	death	as	a	‘heavenly	birthday’.	This	
was	 especially	 true	 of	 the	 death	 of	 martyrs.	 A	 martyr’s	 sarcophagus	
often	became	an	altar.	In	a	visible	and	tangible	way	it	tied	together	the	
local	 Christian	 community	 and	 its	 members	 (represented	 by	 the	
sarcophagus)	with	the	mystery	of	the	death	and	resurrection	of	Christ,	
celebrated	 and	 shown	 forth	 in	 the	 Holy	 Communion.	 Christians	 lived	
and	died	with	a	strong	sense	that	they	belonged	to	one	communion	and	
fellowship	 with	 those	 who	 had	 gone	 before.	 All	 shared	 in	 Christ’s	
victory	 over	 death.	 Those	 who	 died	 were	 in	 the	 nearer	 presence	 of	
Christ.	For	those	who	 lived,	Christ’s	victory	over	death	had	the	power	
to	 change	 and	 transfigure	 suffering,	 loss,	 weakness	 and	 death.	 They	
became	ways	deeper	into	the	live	of	God	–	the	life	of	eternal	Love.	They	
did	not	become	less	painful.	But	they	were	not	allowed	the	last	word.		


