
THE	DAILY	OFFICE	
The	Church’s	Daily	Work	of	Prayer	

	

	 	 	 		Morning	Prayer	 					Evening	Prayer	
THE	23rd		SUNDAY	
AFTER	TRINITY1 
November	19	

	 Psalm	103	
Eccus.2	11:7-28		
St	Matthew	18:1-20	

St	Edmund,3	
Monday,		
November	20	

Psalm	102	
1	Maccabees	1:1-19	
Acts	1	

Psalm	103	
1	Maccabees	1:20-40	
Acts	2:1-21	

Tuesday,		
November	21	

Psalm	105,	Part	1	
1	Maccabees	1:41-end	
Acts	2:22-end	

Psalm	105,	Part	2	
1	Maccabees	2:1-28	
Acts	3:1-4:4	

St	Cecilia4	
Wednesday,		
November	22	

Psalm	107,	Part	1	
1	Maccabees	2:29-48	
Acts	4:5-31	

Psalm	107,	Part	2	
1	Maccabees	2:49-end	
Acts	4:32-5:11	

St	Clement5	
Thursday,	Nov.	23	

Psalms	110,	111	
1	Maccabees	3:1-26	
Acts	5:12-end	

Psalms	112,	113	
1	Maccabees	3:27-41	
Acts	6:1-7:16	

Friday,		
November	24 

Psalm	118	
1	Maccabees	4:1-25	
Acts	7:17-34	

Psalm	119,	Pts	1,	2	
1	Maccabees	4:26-35	
Acts	7:35-8:4	

St	Catherine6	
Saturday,		
November	25	

Psalm	119,	Pts	7,	8	
1	Maccabees	4:36-end	
Acts	8:4-25	

Psalm	119,	Pts	9,	10	
1	Maccabees	6:1-17	
Acts	8:26-end	

	

Reading	 the	Bible.	The	Prayer	Book	helps	us	hear	the	Bible	in	two	different	
ways.	At	Morning	and	Evening	Prayer,	we	read	the	Bible	serially,	in	large	parts,	
more-or-less	 chapter	 by	 chapter.	 This	 kind	 of	 reading	 helps	 us	 answer	
questions	like,	‘What	happened?	What	does	the	text	say?’	At	Holy	Communion	
the	Bible	is	read	doctrinally	and	ascetically,	to	answer	questions	like,	‘What	are	
we	to	believe?	What	can	we	hope	for?	How	are	we	to	live?’		

																																																								
1	The	Collect,	Epistle	and	Gospel	(‘C,	E	&	G’)	are	found	on	page	256.	
2	Ecclesiasticus.	
3	King	of	East	Anglia	and	Martyr,	AD	860.	C,	E	and	G	on	page	304.	2	Ecclesiasticus.	
3	King	of	East	Anglia	and	Martyr,	AD	860.	C,	E	and	G	on	page	304.	
4	Virgin	and	Martyr,	Rome.	C,	E	and	G	on	page	304.	Often	loved	as	a	patroness	
of	music.	
5	Apostolic	man,	Bishop	of	Rome,	circa	AD	100.	C,	E	and	G	on	page	304.	
6	Virgin	and	Martyr,	Alexandria.	C,	E	and	G	on	page	304.	Often	loved	as	a	
patroness	of	philosophy.	

RECTOR’S CORNER 
 
 

Thursday Bible Study: Christ the Door Opened in Heaven. A first 
look inside the Book of Revelation for Advent. 
 

10 a.m. Thursdays until December 7th. The mysterious revelation to St John 
throws the light of the Cross and Resurrection of Jesus on the life and 
sufferings of seven persecuted Churches in first-century Asia. What might 
it help us to see of Christ and of our own lives today? Part I: Chapters 1-3. 
If there is interest, we’ll return and look at later chapters next Advent.  
 

Dorchester Community Carol Sing with Guests 
2:30 p.m. Advent Sunday, December 3rd, at Trinity Church.  
 

Tomato Tomato, Dave Gunning & Heather Rankin Concert 
7 p.m. St Nicholas Day, December 6th, at St Paul’s. 
 

Upcoming Meetings: 
St Paul’s Altar Guild - 12:30 p.m. Today, Sunday, November 19 
St Ann’s Altar Guild -   5:30 p.m. Tuesday, November 21 
St Ann’s ACW  - 10:00 a.m. Mon., Nov. 27 (Annual Meeting) 
Trinity ACW  -   2:00 p.m. Wed., Nov. 29 (Annual Meeting) 
 

St Ann’s Annual Congregational Meeting - 2 p.m. Sun., January 28, 2018 
Parish of Dorchester Annual Meeting - 7 p.m. Sunday, January 28, 2018 
Parish of Sackville Annual Meeting - 1:15 p.m. Sunday, February 18, 2018 
 

Calendars 
Church Calendars are available through the ACWs at all three Churches. 
These beautiful calendars can help us to enter into the Christian year. 
 

More about Calendars 
As in past years, the Parishes are collecting calendars for inmates at the 
Penitentiary in Dorchester. Calendars with pictures of scenery, animals, 
buildings, etc. are particularly welcome. They can be left at the back of the 
church between now and the end of 2017. 
 

A Gift of Time for Christmas 
What better gift for a prisoner than to be able to attend a Christmas service 
in one of our churches? It costs only a few hours. Please speak to the Rector 
or to Bruce Robertson if you think you might be able to help. 
 

And while we’re on the subject of driving folks to Church… 
Please speak to the Rector if you think you might be able to help give rides 
to Church even once a month or at special time of the year.  
 
  



WORSHIP WHYS  
 

What	is	‘Christian	burial’?	And	what’s	the	point?	
	

Christian	 burial	 customs	 have	 not	 always	 been	 the	 same.	 That	 is	
certain.	However,	in	this	day,	when	it	is	common	not	to	have	any	kind	
of	 visitation	or	 funeral	 at	 all	 perhaps	 two	 things	 that	have	 stayed	 the	
same	need	to	be	emphasized.	
	

First	 of	 all,	 Christians	 have	 always	 had	 funerals	 of	 some	 kind.	 Five	
hundred	years	ago	radical	Protestants	criticized	the	Church	of	England	
for	 being	 ‘Romish’	 because	 the	Prayer	Book	provided	 for	 a	 service	 of	
burial.	 The	 thought	was	 that	 the	 Christian	 thing	 to	 do	was	 simply	 to	
bury	 the	 bodies	 of	 Christians	 without	 prayer	 and	 without	 comment.	
Our	Church	rejected	this	 idea	with	sound	reason.	For	us	as	Christians,	
the	body	is	important.	It	is	not	simply	an	empty	shell	that	we	cast	off	so	
that	our	spirits	or	souls	can	be	set	free.	Jesus	did	not	rise	from	the	dead	
as	an	immaterial	spirit	or	angel.	He	rose	with	a	body.	A	‘spiritual	body’,	
to	be	sure,	as	St	Paul’s	calls	it:	a	body	in	some	ways	different	from	our	
body.	 United	 perfectly	 and	 eternally	 with	 the	 Spirit	 of	 God,	 the	
resurrection	body	cannot	decay	or	get	sick,	cannot		die,	and	cannot	sin.	
But	it	is	really	and	truly	a	body,	all	the	same.	Jesus	rose	from	the	dead	
with	a	body.	Our	hope	is	for	the	redemption	and	the	resurrection	of	the	
body.	St	Paul	describes	the	body	of	a	baptized	Christian	as	the	Temple	
of	the	Holy	Spirit.	For	that	reason	Christians	have	treated	the	body	with	
great	respect.	In	our	Church	it	has	been	the	custom	to	bring	the	body	of	
a	Christian	brother	 or	 sister	 into	 the	 church	one	 last	 time,	 carried	by	
friends,	 and	 covered	with	 a	 beautiful	 pall	 during	 the	 service.	 In	 some	
churches	 (including	 some	 places	 in	 the	Anglican	 church)	 the	 coffin	 is	
sprinkled	 with	 holy	 water,	 recalling	 the	 waters	 of	 Baptism,	 and	
surrounded	with	incense,	marking	the	presence	of	Christ.	
	

There	 are	 aspects	 of	 a	 Christian	 funeral	 that	 are	 unique	 to	 Christian	
faith	 and	 hope.	 But	 what	 is	 NOT	 uniquely	 Christian	 is	 also	 very	
important.	By	inviting	people	to	gather	after	a	death	we	are	doing	what	
folks	 have	 done	 everywhere	 and	 always,	 regardless	 of	 culture	 or	
religion.	 Its	been	going	on	 for	 tens	of	 thousands	of	 years,	 long	before	
recorded	 history.	 And	 that	 suggests	 there	 is	 a	 reason	 for	 it.	My	 heart	
has	cried	out	 time	and	 time	again	when	people	have	asked	 that	 there	
not	be	any	kind	of	gathering	to	mark	their	death,	‘For	the	sake	of	those	
left	behind,	no!’	Even	if	there	are	to	be	no	prayers,	no	service	–	nothing	
religious	at	all	–	at	 least	give	people	a	chance	to	get	together,	talk	and	
share	 their	memories.	This	 is	 such	a	 good	and	healthy	 thing.	Without	
getting	 together,	 people	 can	 carry	 away	 a	 lot	 of	 unresolved	 baggage	

that	 could	 be	 dealt	with	 just	 by	 giving	 them	 a	 chance	 to	 get	 together	
with	other	people	and	talk.	
	

Secondly,	 at	 funerals	 Christians	 have	 always	 recalled	 the	 reasons	 for	
the	hope	we	 share	as	Christians	 in	 the	 face	of	death.	 In	our	 tradition,	
this	is	clearly	the	purpose	of	the	Burial	Office	(Prayer	Book,	page	591).	
The	 sentences	 from	 Scripture	with	which	 it	 begins	 are	 all	 about	 that	
hope.	 The	 Psalms	 and	 the	 long	 lesson	 continue	 to	 remind	 us	 of	 that	
hope	 and	 our	 reasons	 for	 it.	 The	 creed	 sums	 up	 the	 faith	 that	 is	 the	
foundation	of	Christian	hope.	And	 it	 is	 in	 that	hope	 that	we	then	pray	
for	those	left	behind	and	commend	the	departed	brother	or	sister	into	
the	care	of	their	Father	and	ours	–	that	is,	into	the	nail-pierced	hands	of	
Christ,	 outstretched	 to	 receive	 them.	 This	 is	 the	 reason	why	 eulogies	
have	not	customarily	been	part	of	Christian	funerals.	The	purpose	of	a	
eulogy	is	to	recall	the	life	of	the	person	who	has	died,	and	this	is	what	
the	wake	or	 the	visitation	 is	 for.	This	remembering	 is	very	 important.	
But	the	service	has	a	different	purpose.	It	is	to	recall	the	foundation	of	
our	hope.	And	our	hope	as	Christians	is	all	in	God,	and	in	what	God	has	
done	 for	us	 in	our	Lord	 Jesus	Christ.	That	 is	why	 funerals	at	one	 time	
were	very	much	the	same,	regardless	of	who	the	person	had	been.	So,	
for	example,	 in	our	Church	 the	same	rite	was	used	 for	a	King	as	 for	a	
pauper.	 To	 draw	 attention	 to	 the	 qualities	 and	 characteristics	 and	
accomplishments	of	the	departed	at	the	time	of	the	funeral	would	be	a	
distraction	from	the	business	at	hand.	It	is	important	to	do	both	things:	
to	remember	the	person	(at	a	wake	or	visitation),	and	to	remember	the	
reason	for	our	hope	in	the	face	of	death	(at	the	service).	
	

SAINTS & HOLY DAYS  
 

St Edmund, King of East Anglia, Martyr  (AD 870): Nov. 20 
St	Edmund	was	born	about	841.	At	 just	14	he	succeeded	his	 father	as	
King	of	East	Anglia.	Even-handed		with	no	time	for	flatterers,	he	was	a	
good	 King.	 He	 also	 took	 the	 Christian	 faith	 seriously.	 At	 one	 time	 he	
took	 the	best	part	of	a	year	 to	 learn	 the	psalter	–	all	150	psalms	–	by	
heart,	so	that	he	could	pray	them	constantly	as	he	performed	his	duties	
as	 king.	 In	 869,	 when	 King	 Edmund	 was	 still	 only	 28,	 the	 Danes	
invaded,	 as	 they	 had	 before.	 Refusing	 to	 flee,	 Edmund	 also	 refused	
renounce	Christ.	He	was	beaten	and	then	tied	to	a	tree	and	shot	full	of	
arrows.	 The	 threat	 from	 the	 invading	 Danes	 to	 the	 Anglo-Saxon	
population	and	to	the	Christian	faith	would	be	overcome	by	King	Alfred	
the	Great,	who	began	to	rule	the	neighbouring	kingdom	of	Wessex	just	
two	years	after	King	Edmund’s	death.	


