
THE	DAILY	OFFICE	
The	Church’s	Daily	Work	of	Prayer	

	

	 	 	 		Morning	Prayer	 					Evening	Prayer	
THE	2nd	SUNDAY	in	
ADVENT1 
December	10	

	 Psalms	98,	99	
Isaiah	5:18-end	
2	Timothy	3:14-4:8	

Monday,		
December	11	

Psalm	59	
Isaiah	19:18-end	
St	Mark	4:21-end	

Psalms	60,	61	
Isaiah	21:1-12	
Revelation		12	

Tuesday,		
December	12	

Psalm	65	
Isaiah	22:1-14	
St	Mark	5:1-20	

Psalm	66	
Isaiah	24	
Revelation	13	

St	Lucy	of	Syracuse2	
Wednesday,		
December	13	

Psalm	69	
Isaiah	28:1-8	
St	Mark	5:21-end	

Psalm	71	
Isaiah	29:1-14	
Revelation	14	

Thursday,		
December	14	

Psalm	73	
Isaiah	29:15-end	
St	Mark	6:1-13	

Psalm	74	
Isaiah	30:19-end	
Revelation	15	

Friday,		
December	15 

Psalm	78,	Part	1	
Isaiah	31	
St	Mark	6:14-29	

Psalm	78,	Part	2	
Isaiah	38:1-20	
Revelation	16	

O	Sapientia3	
Saturday,		
December	16	

Psalms	82,	83	
Isaiah	40:12-end	
St	Mark	6:30-end	

Psalms	84,	85	
Isaiah	41	
Revelation	17	

	

Reading	 the	Bible.	The	Prayer	Book	helps	us	hear	the	Bible	in	two	different	
ways.	At	Morning	and	Evening	Prayer,	we	read	the	Bible	serially,	in	large	parts,	
more-or-less	 chapter	 by	 chapter.	 This	 kind	 of	 reading	 helps	 us	 answer	
questions	like,	‘What	happened?	What	does	the	text	say?’	At	Holy	Communion	
the	Bible	is	read	doctrinally	and	ascetically,	to	answer	questions	like,	‘What	are	
we	to	believe?	What	can	we	hope	for?	How	are	we	to	live?’		
 

																																																								
1	The	Collect,	Epistle	and	Gospel	(‘C,	E	&	G’)	are	found	on	page	99.	
2	Virgin	and	Martyr.	C,	E	and	G	on	page	304	or	316.	
3	The	first	of	a	series	of	eight	short	hymns	or	‘antiphons’.	Each	one	begins	with	
the	exclamation	‘O!’	For	that	reason	they	are	often	called	the	‘O’	antiphons.	All	
but	one	are	based	on	biblical	names	for	Jesus.	They	are	said	or	sung	before	and	
after	the	Magnificat	at	Evening	Prayer.	The	one	said	on	this	day	is	as	follows:	
	

O	Wisdom,	which	came	out	of	the	mouth	of	the	Most	High,	and	reaches	
from	one	end	to	another,	mightily	and	sweetly	ordering	all	things:	Come	
and	teach	us	the	way	of	prudence.	

RECTOR’S CORNER 
 
 

Thank you! 
 

Thanks to all who helped with the Concert Wednesday evening and the 
Vivian Sullivan funeral Tuesday. You are legion. A special word of thanks 
to Ricky and Kandice Cann, our sextons at St Paul’s. With a funeral and 
two other special events, they had a very busy week.  
 

Calendars 
Church Calendars are available through the ACWs at all three Churches. 
These beautiful calendars can help us to enter into the Christian year. 
 

More about Calendars 
As in past years, the Parishes are collecting calendars for inmates at the 
Penitentiary in Dorchester. Calendars with pictures of scenery, animals, 
buildings, etc. are particularly welcome. They can be left at the back of the 
church between now and the end of 2017. 
 

Sing Carols at the Drew Nursing Home 
 

Half an hour 10:45 – 11:15 a.m. Friday, December 22, immediately before 
Christmas Communion. Everyone welcome! 
 

Candlelit Evensong next Sunday at St Ann’s 
 

5:00 p.m. next Sunday at St Ann’s. The Jr Choir will be singing and Samuel 
Landry will give a brief meditation.  
 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

Sunday, December 24th 2017. 
4:00 p.m. Family Eucharist at St Paul’s 
6:00 p.m. Family Eucharist at St Ann’s 
7:30 p.m. Family Eucharist at Trinity 
11:00 p.m. Midnight Mass at St Paul’s 
 

Upcoming Meetings: 
 

St Ann’s Annual Congregational Meeting - 2 p.m. Sun., January 28, 2018 
Parish of Dorchester Annual Meeting - 7 p.m. Sunday, January 28, 2018 
Parish of Sackville Annual Meeting - 1:15 p.m. Sunday, February 18, 2018 
 

 
  



WORSHIP WHYS  
 

What	is	a	‘Blue	Christmas’?	
	
	

Christmas	is	a	difficult	time	of	year	for	many	people.	Perhaps	they	are	
anxious	or	depressed.	Some	 face	Christmas	without	a	 friend	or	 family	
member	who	has	died	 in	 the	past	year	or	so.	Some	are	anxious	about	
money.	This	 can	be	particularly	hard	at	 a	 time	when	everyone	 seems	
relentlessly	 happy.	 Recognizing	 this,	 someone	 invented	 a	 ‘Blue	
Christmas’	 service	 near	 Christmas	 day,	 and	 it	 has	 caught	 on	 in	 some	
places.	
	
	

When	I	first	encountered	this	idea	it	got	me	thinking	about	the	ancient	
Church	calendar,	and	I	realized	that	there	was	already	something	there	
for	us	when	we	have	to	celebrate	Christmas	in	an	inner	darkness.	
	
	

On	December	21st,	we	remember	St	Thomas,	often	known	as	‘doubting	
Thomas’	because	he	did	not	believe	the	other	disciples	when	they	told	
him	 that	 Jesus	 was	 risen	 from	 the	 dead,	 and	 said	 that	 he	 would	 not	
believe	 until	 he	 could	 put	 his	 hands	 into	 Christ’s	 wounds..	 On	 the	
darkest	day	of	the	year,	we	remember	the	story	of	 ‘doubting	Thomas’,	
and	look	for	the	Light	that	will	appear	in	the	darkness	in	just	a	few	days	
at	Christmas.	We	can	identify	with	Thomas	when	the	darkness	outside	
us	at	this	time	of	year	corresponds	to	darkness	within,	and	nothing	in	
our	 feelings	 assures	 us	 of	 the	 reality	 of	 Christ’s	 reality	 and	 presence.	
We	can	also	hear	Christ	say	to	us	as	He	did	to	Thomas,	‘Blessed	are	they	
who	do	not	see,	and	yet	have	believed.’	(St	John	20:29)	
	
	

Part	of	the	difficulty	lies	in	the	way	we	remember	the	story	of	Christ’s	
birth,	too.	It	is	natural	to	rejoice	in	the	birth	of	a	child,	but	Christ’s	birth	
is	a	reason	 for	 joy	 that	 remains	even	when	we	do	not	 feel	 joy.	On	 the	
three	 days	 after	 Christmas	 Day,	 three	 feasts	 draw	 us	 into	 deeper	
consideration	of	that	reason	for	joy.		
	
	

• December	 26th,	 often	 called	 ‘Boxing	 Day’,	 is	 ‘the	 Feast	 of	
Stephen’	mentioned	in	‘Good	King	Wenceslas’.	St	Stephen	asked	
God	 to	 forgive	his	enemies	as	 they	were	putting	him	 to	death.	
This	 is	 what	 Jesus	 did	 as	 He	 was	 nailed	 to	 the	 cross.	 The	
mystery	 of	 love	 we	 celebrate	 at	 Christmas	 is	 big	 enough	 to	
include	sorrow.	

	

• December	27th	 is	 the	Feast	of	St	 John	 the	Evangelist.	Of	all	 the	
Gospels,	 St	 John’s	 takes	 us	 farthest	 in	 the	 search	 to	 discover	
who	Jesus	is	and	what	He	has	done.	From	St	John	we	learn	that	
Christ	is	the	Truth.	It	follows	that	those	who	would	follow	Him	

must	 become	 lovers	 of	 Truth,	 and	 learn	 to	 rejoice	 in	 Truth.	
Truth	 can	 be	 a	 very	 hard	 taskmaster.	 No	 easy	 sentimentality	
about	 the	 child	 in	 the	 manger	 can	 replace	 it.	 The	 mystery	 of	
love	 we	 celebrate	 at	 Christmas	 includes	 the	 struggle	 and	
sometimes	anguish	that	is	often	required	by	the	love	of	truth.	

	

• December	28th	is	the	Feast	of	the	Holy	Innocents	–	the	children	
killed	 by	 King	 Herod	 in	 an	 attempt	 to	 destroy	 Jesus	 while	 he	
was	 still	 only	 an	 infant	 or	 a	 very	 young	 child.	 Jesus	was	 born	
into	a	cruel	and	violent	world,	 in	which	human	life	was	cheap.	
Simply	 by	 being	 born	 He	 caused	 others	 to	 suffer	 unjustly	
because	they	are	associated	with	him.	These	children	were	not	
old	 enough	 to	 	 know	 anything	 about	 Him,	 or	 anything	 about	
why	they	were	being	killed.	Yet	their	suffering	and	death	takes	
on	 meaning	 and	 purpose	 from	 the	 fact	 that,	 identified	 with	
Christ,	they	died	for	Him.	They	are	martyrs.	The	mystery	of	love	
we	 celebrate	 at	 Christmas	 makes	 use	 of	 apparently	 senseless	
suffering,	and	gives	it	meaning.	Those	who	cast	in	their	lot	with	
Jesus	 must	 be	 prepared	 to	 keep	 company	 with	 Him	 amongst	
those	who	suffer,	and	not	to	draw	back,	as	we	often	do.	

	

It	may	be	we	cannot	rejoice	in	money	or	good	health	or	the	company	of	
a	 friend	 or	 family	 member	 who	 has	 died	 this	 Christmas.	 We	 can’t	
manage	 a	 cheerful	 frame	 of	 mind.	 But	 the	 mystery	 of	 love	 that	 we	
celebrate	remains.	Jesus	was	born	into	poverty.	From	shortly	after	the	
time	he	was	born,	there	were	people	out	to	kill	Him.	He	was	born	into	a	
hopeless	and	violent	world.	Faith	does	not	take	away	dark	realities,	or	
give	us	an	escape	from	them.	Faith	in	Christ	looks	beyond	the	darkness	
to	see	what	God	is	doing,	and		how	He	is	bringing	good	out	of	the	evil	
we	 see.	 We	 may	 not	 feel	 joyful,	 but	 we	 can	 still	 recognize	 the	
importance	 of	 the	 fact	 that	 in	 Jesus	 God	 took	 upon	 himself	 our	
humanity	and	has	united	Himself	to	it	forever.	In	this	way	we	recall	the	
reason	for	joy,	even	when	we	can’t	have	feelings	of	joy.	The	feasts	and	
fasts	of	the	ancient	church	year	can	help	us	do	this.		
	
	

SAINTS & HOLY DAYS  
 

St Lucy of Syracuse, Martyr  (AD 283-304): December 13 
St	 Lucy	 was	 one	 of	 the	 many	 Christians	 and	 saints	 who	 died	 in	 the	
persecution	 under	 the	 emperor	 Diocletian	 in	 AD	 314.	 She	 is	 loved	
especially	 in	 Spain	 and	 Italy,	 but	 also	 in	 the	 northern	 Scandinavian	
countries	like	Sweden,	where	the	oldest	daughter	of	a	family	may	dress	
as	St	Lucy	and	wear	a	crown	of	candles.		


