
THE	DAILY	OFFICE	
The Church’s Daily Work of Prayer 

 

     Morning Prayer      Evening Prayer 
EASTER	41 
April	29	

Psalms	126,127,128	 Psalm	136	
Deut.	10:12-11:1	
Revelation	22	

Monday,		
April	30	

Psalms	144,	146	
Joshua	1	
Acts	21:1-16	

Psalm	119,	Pts	4,	52	
Isaiah	30:15-21	
St	John	1:43-end	

ST	PHILIP		
&	ST	JAMES3 
Tuesday,	May	1	

Ps	119,	Pts	12,	13	
Proverbs	4:10-18	
St	John	6:1-14	

Ps	119,	Pts	14,	15	
Job	23:1-12	
St	John	17:1-8	

St	Athanasius4	
Wednesday,		
May	2	

Psalm	9	
Joshua	5:13-6:20	
Acts	23:12-end	

Psalm	10	
Joshua	7	
Acts	24:1-23	

Thursday,	
May	3	

Psalms	15,	16	
Joshua	9:3-end	
Acts	24:24-25:12	

Psalm	17	
Joshua	10:1-15	
Acts	25:13-end	

Friday,	
May	4	

Psalm	19	
Joshua	21:43-22:8	
Acts	26	

Psalms	20,	21	
Joshua	22:9-end	
Acts	27	

Saturday,		
May	5	

Psalms	24,	26	
Joshua	23	
Acts	28:1-15	

Psalms	25	
Joshua	24:1-28	
Acts	28:16-end	

 

Reading the Bible. The Prayer Book helps us hear the Bible in two different ways. 
At Morning and Evening Prayer, we read the Bible serially, in large parts, more-or-
less chapter by chapter. At Holy Communion the Bible is read doctrinally. What 
we most need to know and what the Bible exists to teach is placed before us in an 
orderly and supremely logical way.  

                                                
1 The Collect, Epistle and Gospel (C, E & G) begin on page 194 in The Book of 
Common Prayer.  
2 The Eve of St Philip and St James. 
3 The C, E & G for the feast of St Philip and St James begin on page 274 in the 
2 The Eve of St Philip and St James. 
3 The C, E & G for the feast of St Philip and St James begin on page 274 in the 
BCP.  
4 Bishop of Alexandria, AD 373. The C, E & G begin on page 317 in the BCP. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THANK YOU! Thanks once again to those who bowled a week ago 
Saturday in Moncton participating in ‘Strike Out Child Hunger’. The 
Parish of Sackville raised $790.00 and the Archdeaconry raised over 
$10, 000.00. Monies raised by the Parish of Sackville will be split 
evenly between the Breakfast programs at Salem and Marshview 
schools. 
 

THE FEAST OF ST PHILIP & ST JAMES is this Tuesday. 
Morning and Evening Prayer will be sung beginning Monday 
evening, and there will be Compline Monday evening at 9 p.m. The 
Bishop is celebrating the Holy Eucharist at St Martin-in-the-Woods 
at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday morning, opening the Diocesan ACW 
meeting. All are welcome to attend this service. 
 
 

FATHERS AND FORBEARS. This Thursday will be our last 
‘Fathers and Forbears’ meeting before the summer. Morning Prayer 
at 7:30 a.m., hot breakfast at 8:30 a.m., and reading at 9:00 a.m. We 
will be reading the conclusion of St Athanasius’ On the Incarnation.  
 

BIBLE STUDY. This Thursday will our last Bible Study before the 
summer. We meet at 10:00 a.m. at St Paul’s. We will be looking at 
the Parables of the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin from St Luke’s 
gospel, chapter 15. Everyone welcome. Its never too late to join in. 
 
 

‘SAFE CHURCH’ TRAINING THIS SATURDAY, MAY 5, 10 
A.M. – NOON at St Philip’s Church in Moncton. A streamlined 
version of the training some received a year ago will be offered. All 
those in positions of responsibility are encouraged to take this. 
Beginning next year, our insurance bill will be larger or smaller 
according to how we are able to fill our a ‘Safe Church 
Questionnaire’ from our insurance company. The first such 
questionnaire is due the end of next month, May 31st.  
 
 

PASTORAL CARE. The Rector will be in Toronto from Saturday, May 5 
until Wednesday, May 9, attending the ‘Fr Robert Crouse Seminar’ at St Thomas 
Church, Huron Street. This year renowned Orthodox scholar Fr Andrew Louth is 
coming from England to lead a seminar on St John of Damascus. Archdeacon 
Reg Stockall will be available in case of pastoral emergency. 
Please contact the Wardens if you are looking for a priest during that 
time. 



 
 

WELCOME Canon Caleb & Hope Twinamatsiko from Uganda. 
A Celebration of New Ministry service will be held at 7:00 p.m. the evening of 
Sunday, May 6, at Christ Church, Pennfield. Canon Caleb Twinamatsiko will be 
inducted as Rector. It is a great opportunity to welcome Caleb and Hope and their 
children Trust and Treasure to New Brunswick and the Diocese of Fredericton.  
 

ST ANN’S MAY DAY LUNCHEON 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Saturday, 
May 12th, 2018. The cost is $8.00. There will also be a bake table and crafts for 
sale.  
 

AN EVENING WITH BISHOP DAVID EDWARDS. ‘An invitation 
to all men in our Deanery Parishes.’ Stuffed Pork Tenderloin Dinner $10.00. 
Monday, May 14th, 6:00 p.m. at St John the Baptist, Riverview, 28 Wooldridge 
Street. Please register by calling Archdeacon Brent Ham at 386-7431 or e-mailing 
revbrentham@gmail.com. Hosted by the Men’s Club at St John the Baptist. 
 

EASTER HOME COMMUNIONS.  If you know anyone who would like 
a visit or to make their Easter Communion (or both) this Easter season, please let 
the Rector know. 
 

HOSPITAL VISITS.  
 

Please let the Rector know if you are going into Hospital. If you know someone 
else who is going, please let him know, asking the person’s permission first if 
possible.  
 

Remember, the Rector will want to visit not only people who worship regularly in 
one of our churches, but people who may seldom or never attend. 
 

Things have changed. As of the last two or three years, 99 times out of a 100 
your clergy have no way of knowing people are in hospital unless they are told by 
the person directly or by a family member, friend or neighbour. Your help is much 
appreciated.  
 

AN EASTER READ. Building on presentations at the last Diocesan Synod, 
our Bishop has recommended that we read together a little book by an Australian 
Anglican, Michael Frost, entitled Surprise the World: The Five Habits of Highly 
Missional People. The intention is to get Anglicans in New Brunswick talking and 
thinking about outreach. Copies are available for $6.30. The subject of outreach 
came up at the last St Paul’s Vestry meeting, so the timing is good.  
 

On October 11, 2012, then Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams addressed 
Roman Catholic Bishops from around the world on the subject of Evangelism. 
What he said may be of interest, too. His address can be found online at  
https://zenit.org/articles/archbishop-rowan-williams-address-to-the-synod-of-
bishops/ 
 
 

UPCOMING VESTRY MEETINGS.  
St Paul’s – 7:00 p.m. Thursday, May 17. 
St Ann’s – 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 22. 
Trinity – 7:00 p.m. Sunday, September 23. 

 
 

RECTOR’S CORNER 
 

       The Collect for today is one of the most beautiful in the Prayer 
Book.  
 

O ALMIGHTY God, who alone canst order the unruly wills and 
affections of sinful men: Grant unto thy people, that they may love 
the thing which thou commandest, and desire that which thou dost 
promise; that so, among the sundry and manifold changes of the 
world, our hearts may surely there be fixed, where true joys are to be 
found; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The words go by quickly. But what do they mean? 
 

They mean that the life to which we are called as Christians is all 
about desire, all about longing. We are Christians not because we 
lead good lives, but because we long for good things. The beatitudes 
from the Sermon on the Mount make this so clear.5 Who does Jesus 
call blessed there? Not the good. Not the respectable. Not those who 
have it all together. Jesus calls blessed those whose lives are marked 
by deep longing and desire: the poor or the poor in spirit, those who 
mourn, those who hunger and thirst after justice, and so on. This kind 
of desire draws us into a life of repentance, which is a life of 
continual turning toward God as the Author and Source of all that is 
good and beautiful and true. The life of repentance is a life of 
continual growth and movement with respect to desire. A life devoted 
to ‘being good’ can so easily become a life devoted to propping up 
our good opinion of ourselves or other’s good opinion of us. This is 
to miss the mark entirely. 
 

At the beginning of every Communion service we pray to God as the 
one ‘unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid’. We ask God to ‘cleanse’ our desires, lifting 
them up by His Holy Spirit that we may love God and magnify Him. 
This is our whole Christian life in a nutshell: God cleansing and 
lifting up our desires so that we may be made perfect in love. 
Today’s Collect connects this to our Lord’s Ascension. From the 
midst of a changing world, where we are often confused, we pray that 
our ‘hearts’ – that is, the seat of all our desire – may be fixed ‘where 
true joys are to be found’. That is, that we may be delivered from 

                                                
5 See the Gospel for All Saints Day, page 300 in the Prayer Book, or you can look 
it up in the Bible at the beginning of the fifth chapter of St Matthew’s Gospel. 



illusions about where joy is to be found, and have our eyes and ears 
opened so that we look for lasting joy where it is actually to be found. 
We also pray that our hearts may be ‘fixed’ there. 
 

Where are ‘true joys’ to be found?  
 

It is no accident that we pray this prayer just a week and a half before 
Ascension day. On Ascension Day we will pray that our hearts and 
minds – our desires and our understanding – may go ‘up’ with Christ 
to the ‘place’ where He has gone by His Ascension (page 201). That 
is, we pray that we may desire that eternal union of our humanity 
with God that we see in Christ, and know this to be our end, our 
destination, our reason for life, our reason for struggling on in hard 
times and running on in good times, ‘pressing’ with St Paul ‘toward 
the mark of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus’ (Philippians 
3:14). With this in mind, the meaning of today’s collect becomes 
clear. 
 

Why should we love what God commands, and learn to desire what 
he promises? Because what every human heart longs for is found 
there. ‘In thy will is our peace,’ as Dante Alighieri said long ago. 
 

Our greatest problem is not that we do wrong. God has accomplished 
the forgiveness of our sins at great cost in Jesus. The door to a 
restored relationship with our Creator is wide open. Therefore sin is 
not our greatest problem. Our greatest problem is that we have our 
feet set on a way that will kill desire for what is truly good and 
beautiful and true, and leave us empty and despairing. The Door in 
heaven has been opened, but we find ourselves without the desire to 
step through it. 
 

How can our hearts be ‘fixed’ where true joys are to be found so that 
we are always moving to that end? 
 

Every part of Christian life and devotion is about this very thing. And 
the whole point of Christian life and devotion is to make it possible 
for us to make use of every part of our lives – everything we do, 
everything we suffer, ever occasion, pleasant or painful – to this end. 
Not just the ‘religious’ bits or the ‘nice’ bits. All of life. Everything 
life brings. Every circumstance, including death. 
 
How is today’s Collect calling us to live? With hearts filled with 
desire. Not killing desire for the sake of respectability. Rather, 

inflaming desires that our hearts may be anchored, fixed, immovable, 
‘where true joys are to be found’. 
 

We sing about this in a lovely ancient hymn, ‘O what their joy and 
their glory must be.’  

 

Truly ‘Jerusalem’ name we that shore, 
‘Vision of Peace’ that brings joy evermore! 
Wish and fulfilment can severed be ne’er, 
nor the thing prayed for come short of the prayer. 
 

… 
 
 

Now in the meanwhile, with hearts raised on high, 
we for that country must yearn and must sigh: 
seeking Jerusalem, dear native land, 
through our long exile on Babylon’s strand. 
 
 

Notice how the whole hymn is about desire – about ‘wish and 
fulfilment’. Like today’s Collect, it is a reminder that Christian faith 
and life are about fixing our desires on a hope which does not 
disappoint. We do this not only for our own sake, but for the sake of 
the whole human race – the whole world. The spiritual freedom from 
lying desires which lead us away from joy is freedom for everyone – 
for all the ‘restless hearts’ that God has created, which by nature seek 
their rest beyond all created things in absolute Goodness, Truth and 
Beauty, the source and ground of all Creation. This spiritual freedom 
is gained as our souls are formed so that our desire is lifted up to 
what is truly worthwhile: truly good, truly beautiful, truly life-giving. 
 

 
 

The Cross as the Tree of Life 
Apse Mosaic, Church of St Clement, Rome 


